April 26 ETAC Meeting Notes
April 24, 2026
____________________________________________________________________________
Notes:
1. ReadSpeaker Enhancement in Brightspace
An enhanced version of ReadSpeaker is scheduled to be added to the system on May 15th, 2026
· Expands text-to-speech functionality to more areas within Brightspace
· New "read button" will reach additional system areas
· Enhancement provides broader accessibility support for students

2. Brightspace Change Plan – Project Sites Migration
Major reorganization of approximately 300 project sites scheduled for May 15th, 2026
· TLS and D2L resources are reviewing and reorganizing project sites into new org units
· Existing project sites will maintain functionality but lose ability to enroll new learners
· New request process being developed in ServiceNow for continued project site access requiring learner enrollment

3. Brightspace System Changes – May 15th Implementation
Multiple system changes scheduled for May 15th:
New Content Experience Naming Convention Changes:
· Transition from "lessons" to "modules and submodules" terminology
New Content Experience Visibility Settings:
· Updated visibility controls for course content

4. Google Docs and Accessibility Challenges
Team discussed accessibility barriers with Google Docs:
Current Issues:
· Google Docs with public links are not accessible to students using ReadSpeaker
· No built-in accessibility checker available
· Requires manual accessibility processes
Potential Solutions Discussed:
1. HTML Files – Limited solution
2. Microsoft Word Documents – More accessible alternative through ReadSpeaker
3. OneDrive Word Documents – Confirmed as accessible option
4. Grackle Docs – Tool used by Brown University currently under investigation
· Gathering feedback from other universities using the tool
Resource on Google Doc being less accessible from UCB:
		20Google%20Docs%2C%20we%20recommend%20using%20Word

5. Accessible Courses Initiative Update
TLS provided update on accessibility compliance timeline:
· Provides additional time for university-wide implementation
· Reduces pressure on immediate accessibility improvements

6. eSports Lab Update (MU317)
TLS provided status update on eSports lab:
· All 6 PCs now operational and at full capacity
· Lab successfully meeting student demand
· Upcoming student club elections scheduled

7. Tech Day Planning Announcement
Expanded scope for upcoming Tech Day event:
· Event now open to external participants
· Will include universities beyond URI
· Broader educational technology community engagement







